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Marshall Field

“Goodwill is the only asset
that competition cannot
undersell or destroy."
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that carried them in a

heartwarming conversation

with The Journey magazine.
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A night time view of Charlotte, NC.
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from my desk

A FEW OF MY
FAVORITE
THINGS

As I approach the milestone of 50 years
serving customers throughout North Carolina
with office technology, equipment, and
supplies, I’ve had plenty of time to reflect on
what has made this state not just a good
place—but the best place—to build a
business and a life. North Carolina has
changed over the decades, but three
strengths have remained constant and
continue to make this state a standout
environment for business owners,
employees, and families alike.

So with that reflective mindset, I thought I
would present the top three benefits of living
and working in North Carolina, from the
perspective of someone who has grown right
alongside the communities and companies
that define this state.

Continued on next page

BY NEVILLE CHANEY
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THE TOP THREE
BENEFITS OF
LIVING AND
WORKING IN
NORTH
CAROLINA
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Continued from previous page

A Pro-Business Environment that Encourages
Growth

North Carolina has always been good to
businesses—both large and small. When I first
started out with a single storefront selling
typewriters, copiers, and basic office supplies, I
felt the support of a state that wanted its
entrepreneurs to succeed. Decades later, that
hasn’t changed. From competitive taxes to a
regulatory environment that favors innovation
and expansion, North Carolina makes it possible
for both new ventures and long-standing
companies like mine to thrive. Cities like
Winston-Salem, Raleigh, Charlotte, Greensboro,
and Wilmington have transformed into dynamic
business hubs, but even our smaller towns
continue to foster strong commercial
ecosystems where relationships matter and
community loyalty runs deep. That pro-business
mindset has allowed WJ Office to evolve through
what we offer and to do so with confidence.

A Highly Skilled, Hardworking, and Friendly
Workforce

One of North Carolina’s greatest assets is its
people. Over 50 years, I’ve had the privilege of
hiring team members from all corners of the
state, and the consistent combination of
professionalism, hospitality, and work ethic is
something special. Our workforce is
strengthened by:

World-class universities and community
colleges
A culture that values craftsmanship,
education, and integrity
Steady population growth bringing in new
talent and diverse perspectives

When you’re in the business of office
technology—selling, installing, repairing, and
supporting equipment—you rely heavily on
knowledgeable, dependable staff. North
Carolina has given my company an exceptional
talent pool to draw from. Many of my longest-
tenured employees have become like family,
and their loyalty mirrors the commitment this
state fosters in its people.

A High Quality of Life that Keeps People
Rooted

Lastly—and perhaps most importantly—North
Carolina is simply a wonderful place to live. As a
business owner, I’ve always believed that
happier employees make stronger companies,
and our state makes it easy to build a fulfilling
life outside the office.
Where else can you:

Enjoy the mountains on one weekend, and
the coast on the very next one?
Live in vibrant cities that still feel welcoming
and affordable?
Experience four distinct seasons without
the extremes?

The quality of life here is a powerful recruiting
tool. New hires fall in love with the cost of
living, the outdoor recreation, the arts and
cultural scene, and the sense of community
that exists in every region. And long-term
residents tend to stay—because North Carolina
feels like home.

For me personally, raising a family here and
building a business in the same towns where
my customers live has been one of the great
joys of my life.

MY FAVORITE THINGS



MELT HAZARDS
BEFORE THEY
MELT YOUR
BUSINESS.

SHOP NOW
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https://shop.wjoffice.com/special-buy/ice-melt50-bagblue-pro-370-series/NAS56370/p


PH
AS

E 
TW

O
 - 

AP
PA

LA
CH

IA
N 

ST
AT

E 
UN

IV
ER

SI
TY

 - 
HI

CK
O

RY

06



07

PH
AS

E 
TW

O
 - 

AP
PA

LA
CH

IA
N 

ST
AT

E 
UN

IV
ER

SI
TY

 - 
HI

CK
O

RY



Shopping around for furniture can be a
time-consuming task when you have so
many things to do and even less time
than ever before. It's also a little difficult
to see what's available in style,
aesthetics and price without walking
around showrooms or flipping through
catalogs during your lunch break. 

We've changed that with a whole new
connection that you can make online,
anytime. Just visit our WJ Connexions
website where you may view the many
options available to you depending on
your environment or budget.  

your space 

F I N D  Y O U R  C O N N E X I O N  A T  W J O F F I C E . C O M / M I D - M A R K E T - F U R N I T U R E

W J  O F F E R S  A  N E W  W A Y  T O  V I S U A L I Z E  A N D
F U R N I S H  Y O U R  W O R K S P A C E
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https://connexionsai.com/content


Great is Thy
Faithfulness

There’s a certain kind of wisdom that
can only be shaped by time, tested by
challenge, and strengthened by
unwavering faith. In this heartfelt
conversation, Neville and Trimella
Chaney open the door to their journey
—one marked by deep love, devoted
family life, and the steady
determination that fueled their
remarkable careers. As they reflect on
the moments that shaped them, the
obstacles that tried them, and the faith
that carried them through it all, 

their story becomes more than a
personal testimony; it becomes an
invitation. An invitation to remember
what truly matters, to find strength in
the bonds we cherish, and to trust that
with grace and perseverance, every
season has purpose. Join us as we step
into the Chaneys’ inspiring story—one
built on commitment, courage, and a
faith that never wavered.

Availble now in the current edition of
The Journey magazine.

https://issuu.com/journeync/docs/the_journey_winter_2025


HAPPY HOLIDAYS!


